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Introduction

Why is Black History Month significant?
• Black History Month marks and honors the people who came before us 

and allows us to reflect on the impact their work and efforts have on  
todays world.

• It is celebrated in U.S, because without the people in history who 
devoted the time and energy, they did to increase equality for African 
Americans, our world and social equality may not have advanced as far 
as it has. It still has its flaws, but thanks to men and women like Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Harriet Tubman, we have come a long way. 

Tell your story
• What does Black History Month mean to you?
• Why is it important to you?



Book Display



The books in this display are available online! 
You can find these Ebooks on Classlinks inside 

of Sora!

Each book discusses a piece of history that has had an impact on African 
American lives today, whether it was a time period, event or person.



“Game Changer” by John Coy

“Game Changer” tells how history was made through 
one specific, secret, basketball game. The Duke 
University School of Medicine basketball team went on 
a trip to a basketball game one day in 1944. However, 
they did not know who they were going to play 
against. When the North Carolina College of Negroes 
and Duke University teams saw each other, they knew 
this game was different. This was during the time of 
segregation, when whites and blacks were not 
supposed to interact. Read “Game Changer” to find out 
the effects this special basketball game had on the 
sport of basketball. This book has a lexile of 1170.



“This is my America” by Kim Johnson, lexile 640

“This is My America” is a story that shows a young 
girl trying to find ways to help her father, who has 
been charged with murder and put on death row. 
She knows he is innocent. At only 17 years old 
Tracy Beaumont is writing to Innocence X to try to 
save her fathers life. While she’s at it, her brother 
gets accused of murder also. It tells of the racial 
issues and profiling that are taking place in their 
town, and how Tracy sets out to prover her 
family's innocence. The lexile of this book is 640.



“Who Was Kobe Bryant?” by Ellen Labrecque

“Who Was Kobe Bryant?” is a story that tells 
about his life and all he accomplished. He 
made it big in the NBA, starting only at age 
18 in high school. The book talks about 
many of his star moments and his impact on 
the NBA. His life and story serve as an 
example to all young African American kids 
that you can do anything you set your mind 
and heart on. He went on to spend his whole 
NBA career with the Los Angela's Lakers. 
Read to find out what happened in those 20 
NBA seasons! This book has a Lexile score of 
910.



“A Matter of Souls” by Denise Lewis Patrick

A Matter of Souls is a story that outlines the 
stories of African Americans from a variety 
of dates. It explores the emotions African 
Americans had from each story she explains 
and what exactly was going on around 
them. She considers African American souls 
to be connected by their experiences and 
events. Dig deeper into the past of several 
African Americans through this story, that 
talks about real events that have taken 
place. This allows us to study the change 
and connection that it brought about 
between people. This book has a Lexile 
score of 810.



“Martin Luther King Jr.” by Jon M. Fishman 

Take a deep dive into learning details about the 
famous Martin Luther King Jr. He has been 
applauded for his bravery and leadership in the 
Civil Rights Movement during times of segregation; 
when the world considered it unacceptable for 
blacks to interact with whites in any way. He made 
visible changes, along with the help of many others 
who stood by him. Without his leadership during 
that time period, we can only imagine how 
differently history would be written today. Take 
some time to read about his story and what he 
stood for. This book has a Lexile score of 1020.



“Bad News for Outlaws” by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson

Bad News for Outlaws tells the story of an 
African American man in history named Bass 
Reeves. Bass Reeves worked a lawman called a 
peacemaker. He then went on to become a U.S. 
Marshall when appointed by a judge. He made 
history in his line of work. He became known 
and respected despite counter parts who 
thought an African American should not hold his 
position. He kept working and he did his job 
well. He had to work to get there however. His 
childhood was tough, as he was born into 
slavery. Read to find out more about his 
accomplishments and how he made them a 
reality. The Lexile score is 860.



“Locked Up For Freedom” by Heather E. Schwartrz

Locked Up for Freedom talks about a 
disheartening event that 30 young African 
American girls had to face in the U.S. They 
were at a civil rights march in Georgia when 
they were taken to a stockade and kept 
under harsh living conditions. However, we 
applaud their bravery, as some of them are 
still alive today to be able to tell their story. 
This allows us to hear it straight from the 
source and learn from the past. Schwartrz 
gathered information from some of these 30 
women who are alive today. Read to hear 
their story! This book has a Lexile of 970.



“The Civil Rights Movement” by Eric Braun

The Civil Rights Movement talks about 
the well-known series of marches and 
protests. The goal of it was to increase 
equality for African Americans and began 
in the 1800s. This book discusses how the 
events during this movement and the 
leaders who emerged during the Civil 
Rights Movement helped pave the way 
for others fighting for further change 
today, as similar events have recently 
resurfaced. Discover how the world grew 
from being segregated to the world we 
know today. This has a Lexile of 1,000.



“The Vast Wonder of the World” by Melina Mangal

If you don’t know who Ernest Everest was, 
this is a must read. Everest was an African 
American scientist. He faced discrimination 
from peers and the world, but he didn’t 
allow this to stop him. He went on to 
continue to study several different types of 
ocean life. He also made discoveries about 
the origins of life., such as new information 
on egg cells. This is all thanks to him and his 
persistence amid many conflicts. Read to 
learn about all the things he found and why 
he is inspiring! This book has a Lexile score 
of 890.



The Women’s Rights Movement by Eric Braun

The Women’s Rights Movement discusses how 
history has been written and made from the first 
women’s right movement in 1848.  It talks about 
the challenges that women have overcome, and 
the goal women’s rights activist have today. A 
variety of women have helped make 
accomplishments to create equality for women, 
with some being African American. These women 
were in a special position not only as an African 
American, but also being a woman and as a result 
worked towards creating equality for both groups. 
What a task! Read to hear more in-depth details 
about the movement from the past and the impact 
they’ve had on today's world. The Lexile is 1,000.



Conclusion
There are numerous people and events in African American history to 

recognize for all the accomplishments that have been 
reached for African Americans. 

It is important to reflect on all their hard work and dedication and 
give gratitude for it. Our world is not racially and socially perfect, but 
it is certainly much better than the times generations before us went 

through. 
We hope you take some time this month to check out some of these 
books on Sora in class link to learn more about what and who helped 

shaped today the way it is.
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